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In ancient Korea, the sun and moon were understood as yin and yang — a balance held in tension rather
than resolved. In this body of work, that balance becomes personal: it holds my practice as a painter
alongside everything | carried before it — years as a professional gamer, a musician, a film and video major,
each abandoned before I saw it through. All of that history, and the emotions that came with it, is folded into
the idea of balance I’'m working toward here.

For me, repetition is a form of meditation. | tear hanji into thousands of pieces, pour shellac over it, and
scrape it back, a thousand times over. When it dries, | scrape it again, add color, and repeat another
thousand times. There are many forms this repetition takes, but they all share the same purpose: clearing
my mind of regret and restless wanting, so | can finally just focus on painting.

Everyone carries their own regrets — in work, in relationships, in the paths not taken. I'm working through
mine by staying with repetition, staying with meditation. What about you?

Dae Hak Oh (b. 1998, Korea) is a New York-based visual artist working exclusively in hanji, hand-ground
ink, and shellac on wood panel. His practice is built on a single repeated act: soaking a wooden panel

in hand-ground ink to form a black ground, layering hanji sheet by sheet, then pouring and scraping shellac
thousands of times over. Some areas soak through and permanently fuse with the panel; others eventually
fall away. This boundary, between what adheres and what disappears, is sometimes controlled precisely

by the artist and sometimes left entirely to the material, and both approaches are treated as the same
underlying practice.

Oh's surfaces trace what stays with us and what fades from memory, drawing on materials his body learned
growing up in Korea to hold himself steady in an unfamiliar country. His recent work extends this practice
into reinterpretations of traditional Korean imagery, including llwolobongdo and jangseung guardian totems,
as well as hand-transcribed Korean poetry.

Oh holds a BFA in Fine Art from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and is currently completing his
MFA in Studio Art at NYU Steinhardt, where he also teaches. He recently presented his first solo exhibition

in New York, The Practice of Becoming, at the Asian & American Art Foundation in Chelsea.
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All works listed clockwise relative to gallery entrance.

The Guardians of Practice, 2026
Hanji, ink, and shellac on wood panel,
6// X 48//

Imperfect Permanence, 2026
Haniji, ink, and shellac on wood panel
70 12" x 48"

Festival of Flowers, 2026
Hanji, ink, and shellac on wood panel
72" x 48"

From the Moonlight, 2026
Hanji, ink, and shellac on wood panel
12// X 12//

What Gathers, 2026
Haniji, ink, and shellac on wood panel
60// X 30//

Snow, Moon, Flowers, 2026
Hanji, ink, and shellac on wood panel
12/’ X ‘]2//

Wind, Sun, Flowers, 2026
Haniji, ink, and shellac on wood panel
127 x 12"

From the Sunlight, 2026
Hanji, ink, and shellac on wood panel
127 x 12"

Among the Flowers I, 2026
Hanji, ink, and shellac on wood panel
60/’ X 36//
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